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Who sent the rain to bring the Ashes home?

“I paid £50 for this ticket and I'm
praying for rain.” Those were the
words of one woman who spoke to
ex-Lancashire and England

cricketer Mike Atherton at the Oval M

during the recent Ashes decider. I'm
writing this on the final day’s play
and “The Sun” has printed an

alternative Lord’s prayer today so |

that English cricket fans can enlist
the help of God in securing the draw
needed. It seems when English
cricket is in need of help everyone’s
a believer. We can't trust the skills of
our players, we'd rather trust the
concern of a God who can change
the weather.

The Bible claims that nature isn’'t
a collection of random forces but is
the creation of a loving God. God
doesn'’t just make the world, wind it
up and let it go. He sustains it day by
day, minute by minute, second by
second. That includes our food
production: the Bible says: “He
makes grass grow for the cattle, and
plants for man to cultivate-- bringing
forth food from the earth: wine that
gladdens the heart of man, oil to
make his face shine, and bread that
sustains his heart.” But we rarely
acknowledge God'’s work.

Imagine that you threw a party.
You had worked hard at preparing a
fantastic spread of food and had
splashed out at the off license on
some rather better beer than usual.
The door bell rings. It's Jack. “Jack
how are you? | haven't seen you for
years. So glad you could come!” But
Jack just walks in as though you
weren't there and helps himself to
your crisps.

Next to turn up is Jane but she
doesn’'t even notice you as she
pours herself a large glass of red. In
fact during the evening no one pays
you any attention. You try your best
to chat to them, but they cold
shoulder you and leave without so
much as a thank you. | wonder how
you'd feel after a party like that. |
guess you'd be upset. You'd be

angry, | would! And you'd have
every right to be.

Well that is exactly the way that
we treat God. He makes the world.
He sustains his creation. He gives
us life and every good thing we
enjoy: food, fun, family, friends. And
we ignore him. He makes every

| effort to get our attention, he even

sends his son, and we cold shoulder
him without so much as a thank you.
God is angry with us and he has
every right to be.

The amazing news of the Bible is
that even though we have rejected
the God who made us and gives us
life, he sent Jesus on a rescue
mission, to die on a cross to take the
punishment we deserve for the way
we've treated him. We should be
very thankful for each carrot and
tomato that God gives us, but most
of all we should be thankful that

God so loved the world
that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal
life.” John 3:16

Not another salesman...

If it's not a phone call saying that they’re just doing a
survey or you've just won a competition, it's a man
knocking on your door asking if you want to change your
gas and electricity supplier. People are always trying to
sell us things.

Christians’ lives are about serving, not selling. We follow
a God who served us, and he calls us to serve others.
At All Saints we take seriously our part in our local
community and we want to serve it as best we can.

Therefore from October 10 "- 21% we'll be coming round

the parish knocking on doors and asking how best we
can serve you. We have some ideas of our own but
want to ask you: What sort of activities or clubs we
could run in our buildings? How

do you think we could better play

a part in helping the folk who live

in our area?

We hope that this won't incon-
venience you in any way.

Vicar
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CAMEO Luncheon Club Our next lunch is oednesday 12 October at 12:30 p.m.
~~ ComeAnd MeetEachOther ~~ when Mrs. Rebecca Parkinson will talk to us abauDifferent

Kind of Life".
Come and join us on the second Wednesday each rimotfite o, \wednesday §' Novemberour after-lunch theme isleet
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including tea or coffee. This is followed by a shtme them personally.

together usually with a speaker on an interestipgct Everyone is Welcome!

$ 4XHVWLRQ RI 6SRU "
LOQWURGXFLQJ RXU WZR QHfZ &KXUFK :RUNHUV

Name Shannon Morgan Mark Barlow
Age 21 22
In my last article all |
‘Picture seemed to write about was
board’ planning applications that had
been passed. This time I'm
going to write about building
work!
Fairclough Homes started
work at the beginning of the
summer holidays and havepeople to have fun a
already got most of thecgieprate our communi
foundations in. __something that we definite
Studied Exercise and Sports Science Exercise and Sports Science The new police operations,chieved. The fun day was
at Exeter Uni for 3 years at Exeter Uni for the past 3 centre is taking shape too ity opnortunity for people -
years various big machines beingpick up our newly complett
visible during the past few get of postcards. This set o
Home Zimbabwe Nottingham weeks. _ shows different aspects of -
Some of you will have also 564 anq life and it is hoped v
Hobbies Watching films, keeping fit, Most sports, going to the spotted the work we asked tQ,.omote our area  a
exploring new places cinema, good food-especially] ~ be done on the pavement(gommmee, If you want a set
chinese! around Dawson and Aughton, "free then call into the St
Walk. This is the secondgiart centre (formally FACT).
Best sport Tennis and triathlon Football (goalkeeper) project funded from our | ok out for more ever
forum budget. = and info on our new noti
Sporting Henry Olonga (Zimbabwean Ex-England goalkeeper David The biggest activity we've jy554s. by the Sure Start off
Hero cricketer, now a commentatorSeaman been involved in was theg, | ancaster Road North.
in England) Windmill Fun Day at the Regards,

beginning of August. A great

. . . . . Andy Porter.
‘What What are we doing here? We will mainly be helpingig with day was had by all that

Chairman, Windmill

happens youth work in the local community and working wittudents attended, with stalls ranging . o
next? at the university, with the aim of helping peogleunderstand from bric-a-brac to cakes andCommunlty Association
more about Jesus Chrigtle will be in the church office every inflatable slides to sumo suits!
morning except Thursdays, from 9.30 to 12.30 sdfelel free The aim of the day was for
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Church Office now open ! Monday to Friday 9.30 to 12.30 (except Thursday). Why not drap for a chat
01772 885687 email: office@allsaintspreston.org.uk  website: www.allsaintsgion.org.uk




