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2 Corinthians 12:11 – 13:14 

(03/07/2016, Jonathan McIntosh) 

We’ve had an emotional week as a church family, haven’t we? 

The Meirion-Jones’ have been an enormous blessing from the Lord to us all.  They’ll be greatly 

missed.  And we pray for their continued ministry down in Chessington. 

But All Saints is, and always has been, God’s church.  It’s God who builds and strengthens his church.  

And God uses people as his instruments.  People like Daf.  People like you sitting here tonight.  

Through the simple actions of people, God is at work in power. 

The question is: how can we be used by God for the benefit of our church family?  Or, put another 

way: how is God’s church strengthened? 

Well we’ll be exploring something of what the Bible has to say in answer to this great question as we 

look at 2 Corinthians 12:11 through to the end of the letter.  We’re going to explore this passage 

under three headings which should be on sheets in the middle of your tables. 

Firstly, in verses 11 to 18; loved, not burdened 

Since the beginning of chapter 10, Paul has been speaking directly to those in Corinth who still 

oppose him and his ministry.  He’s explained to these people how it’s foolish to boast in ourselves.  

But, last week we saw in chapter 11 how Paul was forced to enter into their foolishness.  He needed 

to show these Corinthian dissenters that the ministry of the Corinthian super-apostles was inferior 

to his own in every way.  These so-called super-apostles were false teachers.  But Paul was 

commissioned by God to take the truth of the gospel to the gentiles. 

And the Corinthian opponents are to blame.  This foolish boasting which Paul has had to lower 

himself to is entirely their doing.  Please look with me at chapter 12 verses 11-13: 

11 I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been commended by you, for 

I am not in the least inferior to the “super-apostles,”[a] even though I am nothing.  

Throughout 2 Corinthians we have seen that Paul is a genuine gospel minister but that he appears 

‘weak’.  Here he declares himself to be ‘nothing’.  But even though he is nothing, he is in no way 

inferior to these ‘super-apostles’.  He shouldn’t have had to commend himself to the Corinthians.  

No, they should have commended him! 

Please look at verse 12:   

12 The things that mark an apostle – signs, wonders and miracles – were done among you with great 

perseverance.  

Throughout the Bible, signs and miracles are given by God to mark the authentic giving of his word.  

And signs and miracles accompanied Paul’s ministry.  All these super-apostles did was talk – where 

was the evidence of their ministry being the Lord’s!? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12#fen-NIV-29034a
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Paul acted towards the Corinthians in the same way as other churches.  He taught the gospel 

faithfully and signs from God accompanied him.  The only difference in his ministry with the 

Corinthians was that he refused their money.  He did not want to burden them.  He did not want 

them to confuse his ministry with that of philosophers in Corinth; men who charged for their 

teaching. 

I was never a burden to you says Paul in verse 13 and he adds, with more than a hint of sarcasm: I 

refused to take your money for myself; forgive me this wrong! 

You see, Paul’s not out for their dosh.  He’s after something much greater.  He’s out for their all; 

their very selves.  Paul wants them to give themselves to Christ. 

Look with me at verses 14 and 15: 

14 Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not be a burden to you, because what I 

want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not have to save up for their parents, 

but parents for their children. 15 So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend 

myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less? 

We’ve seen elsewhere in 2 Corinthians that Paul is very much the spiritual father of this church.  

Their spiritual life came about through God’s work in Paul’s ministry.  He loves them deeply.  He will 

gladly give everything he can for the benefit of God’s church in Corinth.  And he uses this example of 

parenting to explain why he refused their money. 

Recently, Rachel and I wanted to treat my parents to a meal out during their visit to Preston.  Some 

of you will know how much my wife enjoys going to the Italian Orchard restaurant and so it won’t be 

any great surprise to hear that that’s where we took them.  Now I was determined to treat my 

parents for a change.  After all they were our guests.  It seemed only fair.  So I was relieved when my 

father didn’t protest as I footed the bill.  But this feeling of triumph didn’t last long.  In reality, all my 

parents were doing was throwing me a dummy pass.  After they had hit the road we found a thank-

you card with cash to cover the entire meal – I was thwarted yet again! 

The thing is parents love their children dearly.  They want to help them.  They don’t want to burden 

them.  And Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians is no different.  He loves them.  He wants what’s 

best for them.  But as he writes specifically to these dissenters there is a hard-hitting question: If I 

love you more, will you love me less? Why are you treating me in this way says Paul.  Can’t you see 

that I’m acting for the good of the church? 

And in verses 16 to 18 we see that Paul is hurt.  We see what these dissenters; these opponents of 

Paul were accusing him of. 

They think that Paul was using others to collect the money that he would not be seen to take 

himself.  They think that the collection Paul is taking for the poor Christians in Jerusalem is actually 

lining Paul’s own pockets – and the pockets of his colleagues such as Titus. 

Look with me at verses 16-18: 
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16 Be that as it may, I have not been a burden to you. Yet, crafty fellow that I am, I caught you by 

trickery! 17 Did I exploit you through any of the men I sent to you? 18 I urged Titus to go to you and I 

sent our brother with him. Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act in the same spirit and 

follow the same course? 

I haven’t been a burden to you, repeats Paul in verse 16; for the third time in quick succession.  And 

he adds, sarcastically: yet crafty fellow that I am, I caught you by trickery! Referring to these 

accusations that Paul took their money into his own pocket using Titus. 

But the reality is that Paul didn’t exploit the Corinthians.  And neither did Titus or this other brother.  

No, in all Paul’s dealings with the church he has acted in love.  In no way did he burden the believers. 

And for us sitting here tonight, what do we make of Paul’s words in verse 15: If I love you more, will 

you love me less? 

Jesus himself said this in John 13 verse 34: 

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

But what does this mean? What does it look like? Well Paul has shown us he wants the Corinthians 

themselves.  He wants what is best for them.  He wants their hearts to be fully given to God.  And he 

refuses to burden them in the process. 

At All Saints, do we love one another? Do we want what’s best for one another? Do we expend 

ourselves so that others might give themselves to Christ? 

Do we use our time, our energy, and our God-given abilities with the aim of seeing others give 

themselves to Jesus? 

Do we love our leaders, do we commend them for faithfulness.  Do we defend them, as these 

Corinthians should have defended Paul? 

Let’s be those who love like Paul; for the benefit of one another and for the strengthening of God’s 

church. 

Secondly, from 12 verse 19 to 13 verse 10; perfected, not left in sin 

We thought at the beginning of our time together about the question: how is God’s church 

strengthened? And in verse 19 we see that this is a question that spans all that Paul has been doing.  

Please look with me at verse 19: 

19 Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? We have been 

speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we do, dear friends, is for your 

strengthening. 

This idea of strengthening, or building-up God’s church was revealed in chapter 10.  All that stuff I 

said to convince you of my authority as a true apostle.  That was for your strengthening, says Paul.  

The warnings I gave you about false teachers.  That was for your strengthening, says Paul.  The love 

I’ve shown you and my desire not to be a burden.  That was for your strengthening, says Paul. 
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And in this section we’ll see how Paul longs for the Corinthians to be perfected, not left in sin.  This 

too is for their strengthening. 

Please look down with me at verses 20 and 21: 

20 For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me 

as you want me to be. I fear that there may be quarrelling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, 

slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder. 21 I am afraid that when I come again my God will humble 

me before you, and I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not repented of 

the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged. 

Paul is afraid of finding unrepentant sin in the Corinthian church.  He loves them as a spiritual father.  

He would expend himself in order for them to become truly Christ’s.  Paul lists sins affecting the 

unity of God’s people.  And he lists sins affecting the purity and distinctiveness of God’s people.  All 

these things damage the church and damage the witness of the church. 

Paul plans to visit them in order to strengthen them by purging these sins.  Please look with me at 

chapter 13 verses 1 and 2: 

13 This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or 

three witnesses.”[a] 2 I already gave you a warning when I was with you the second time. I now repeat 

it while absent: On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others 

Paul says he is soon to visit them for a third time. The first time he visited Corinth he preached the 

gospel in the city.  A number believed the message of salvation and a church was established. 

On his second visit to the Corinthians there was some pastoral matter which had to be addressed.  

Some in the church were not living in the way that followers of Christ should live.  This second visit 

was a painful visit.  It was painful to Paul and no doubt painful to others in the church because Paul 

needed to confront sin within the church. 

And we know that Paul left Corinth without the matter – whatever it was, being properly resolved.  

He then followed up the second visit with a letter.  In chapter 7 of 2 Corinthians we saw how this 

letter had led to repentance. 

But clearly there were still some within the church of Corinth who were living in a way which 

dishonoured the name of Jesus Christ.  And what Paul is now saying is that on his third visit, he will 

deal with any who have ignored his earlier pleas. 

In verse 1, Paul quotes from Deuteronomy chapter 19: ‘Every matter must be established by the 

testimony of two or three witnesses’; Court room language.  The same passage was quoted by Jesus 

in our second reading in Matthew 18.  Let me read from Matthew 18 verses 15 to 17: 

15 “If your brother sins against you go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he 

listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others 

along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[d] 17 if 

he refuses to listen to them tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat 

him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29045a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23744d
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The point that Jesus is making here is the same point that Paul is making in 2 Corinthians.  The 

church cannot be left in unrepentant sin.  It should be challenged and it should be removed.  God’s 

people should not tolerate unrepentant sin within their midst.  They are set apart to be distinct in 

the world.  They must be different.  They must belong to God. 

In verses 3 and 4 Paul makes it quite clear to these Corinthian dissenters that his talk of removing sin 

within the church is not empty.  These men have previously accused Paul of being weak in person; 

these men have questioned his status as a true apostle.  But Paul will wield God’s power in removing 

sin from the church. 

If you’re anything like me you find it a lot more appealing to focus on wrongdoing in the lives of 

others than personal wrongdoing.  The evidence for this is not hard to find.  Magazines are full of 

scandals and corruption.  People even market others on trial as a form of entertainment: Jeremy 

Kyle, anyone? 

My problem is that I’m content to see others put on trial; but what about myself on trial? 

Well Paul next points the finger squarely at each individual.  Look with me at verses 5 and 6: 

5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 

Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And I trust that you will discover that we 

have not failed the test. 

Think about yourselves, says Paul.  Are you truly Christians? Do your lives mark you out as someone 

who is living with Jesus as Lord? Or are you full of unrepentant sin? You’ll see that we’re not like this.  

Are you? 

Paul longs for them to be perfected, for sin to be done away with individually and collectively.  He 

prays in verse 7 that they will not do anything wrong.  And in verse 9 he prays for their perfection. 

What about me and what about you? Are we Christians? Do our own lives clearly show this? 

Perhaps you’re someone here tonight who wouldn’t call themselves a Christian.  It’s great that 

you’re here – thanks for coming.  The Christian faith isn’t about keeping rules to gain God’s 

acceptance.  We need to receive God’s acceptance first.  Then we can show our love for him by 

obeying his commands, which are for our own good. 

None of us here has lived a perfect life.  Each of us deserves God’s just punishment for our 

wrongdoing.  But we can be accepted by God for acknowledging this and trusting in Jesus’ death at 

the cross to remove our wrongdoing and bring us into a restored relationship with him. 

Jesus has put our sin to death on the cross.  The question is will we put sin to death in our church?  

All Saints is strengthened as we are perfected, not left in sin.  Let’s be those who examine our own 

lives.  Is there evidence of trust in Jesus and obedience to God’s commands? We need to put 

unrepentant sin in our hearts to death and to submit to Jesus’ rule in our lives. 
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Only after we’ve sorted out our own unrepentant sin should we concern ourselves with the sin of 

others in the church.  Unrepentant sin of others should only be challenged with love for the person, 

and submission to the authority of God’s word, at the heart of the action.  There’s no place for pride 

or one-upmanship.  As Jesus says in Matthew 7, we should concern ourselves first with our own sin, 

the plank in our own eye.  Only after that’s removed should we point out the sin of a brother or 

sister. 

Finally, in verses 11 to 14; grace-filled, not divided 

Since the beginning of chapter 10 Paul has been writing specifically to those who oppose him in 

Corinth.  He ends the letter by addressing the entire church.  Please look down at verse 11. I’m going 

to read this verse from the ESV.  It’s a more helpful translation for this verse: 

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in 

peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 

Five summary commands are given: Firstly, rejoice! (Left out of the NIV); Secondly, aim for 

restoration; put unrepentant sin to death.  Thirdly, comfort one another.  Fourthly, agree with one 

another.  Fifthly, live in peace. 

There’s a great emphasis on unity not division as Paul closes this letter. 

Have a look at verse 12; it’s not particularly English is it?! I’m not sure if you were welcomed with a 

holy kiss tonight? For some that’s a disappointment; for others, a great relief! 

Culturally acceptable greetings differ but we’d be wrong to ignore these words.  The sentiment is to 

greet fellow Christians with real warmth and affection.  It’s our attitude that’s important.  In British 

churches we need to push the boat out a bit in the enthusiasm of our greeting.  Let’s be those who 

show love and affection whenever we greet our brothers and sisters in Christ; perhaps a warm 

embrace, or a firm handshake and beaming smile. 

Finally, Paul ends this letter with some truly astonishing words; words familiar to many of us; the 

words of the grace.  Look with me at verse 14: 

14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

Paul gives a declaration of the trinity; one God, three unique persons: father, son and spirit.   

We have received grace, God’s undeserved favour, through faith in the gospel of Christ crucified.  

God the Father loved us so much that he gave his Son, Jesus to die.  The Holy Spirit lives within those 

who trust in Jesus.  We are never alone. 

So my friends, as a church let’s long for God’s strengthening.  Strengthening through his message of 

grace, strengthening through putting unrepentant sin to death and strengthening through the love 

we have for one another.  It’s God’s power that strengthens – but he chooses to use us, his people. 

Let’s pray together. 


